Mandibular reconstruction with bone grafts.
A total of 23 patients with partly resected mandible were repaired with autogenous bone grafts from the iliac crest and ribs. The reasons for reconstruction are presented in Table 1. The grafts healed without complications in 21 cases. With the exception of two of the cases with gunshot wounds, all patients recovered good mobility of the jaw and satisfactory mandibular contours. The patients had been folloed up for 6 months to 11 years. Radiographic examination at the last examination showed that resorption of the graft had been only slight or moderate. Through marrow-spongious bone grafts are regarded as best from an osteogenetic point of view, our cases showed that good results can be achieved also with solid block grafts. The authors discuss the use of plate osteosynthesis without IMF instead of other types of graft fixation and IMF. In six cases where the area of the graft was loaded with a prosthesis, resorption was not more extensive than in the other cases.